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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES, 


y Su 


per tenta 


To his Excellency, E. M. Pxasz, 
Governor of the State of Texas : 

The undersigned Trustees of the Institution for educating 
the Blind in Texag, submit their First Annual Report as 
follows z 1 

The year just closed has been one of responsibility to the 
Trustees, as well as of deep interest to the public. 
| “Onder your auspices it has been their duty to organize and 
¡bring into operation an Educational Institution, which, consid- 
¡ering its benevolent ends and the wide and lasting benefits 
which it is designed to confer upon an unfortunate class of our 
kllow-beings, is second to none in the State. 

The Report of the Superintendent which has this day been 
presented to the Board, gives a succinct account of the man- 
ner in which that duty has been peformed. 

Attached to the Report will be found an abstract ef the ac- 
wuts and expenditures of the Institution up to Oct. 1st, 1857. 

The Report has been read and accepted, and the accounts 
udited and found to be correct, and are herewith forwarded 
0 your Excellency. By order of the Trustees, 

Respectfully submitted, : 
R. J, TOWNS, 
GEO. W. PASCHAL, 
JOHN CALDWELL, 
8, M. SWENSON, 
J. W. PHILIPS. 
8. W. Barra, 


Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


ES 
er 


To the Trustees of the Institution for Educating the Blind in — 


Texas ? 
GENTLEMEN : 


The first year of the operations of this Institution having 
concluded, it becomes my duty to render to you a Report of 
the manner in which its affairs have been administered.. 

On the 25th of August, 1856, Trustees having been ap- 
p they met and organized by choosing R. J. Towns, 

resident, and E, B. Burleson, Secretary. At ah adjourned 
meeting on the next day, a circular was prepared, and four 
bundred copies ordered to be printed und circulated as exten- 
sively as possible throughout the State, 

A copy of this circular was addressed to the Chief Justice of 
every county in the State, asking for information in regard to 
the number, ages, names, &c., of all the Blind children in their: 
"eR 1 A perintend: 

e School was then or edbya ting a Superi - 
ent, Matron and Teacher, and a Sula D. obtained, and 
the school ordered to be in readiness forthe reception of pupils 
ou the first day of December following. A supply of A 
taps and slates, with all other necessary apparatus sufficient 
fora school of twenty or twenty-five pupils, was ordered in ex- 
pretation of receiving them in advance of the time specified 
or the school to commence. 

Immediately upon the organization of the Board of Trus- 
tees, steps were taken to obtain all the necessary and avail- 
able information within our reach, For, this purpose, letters 
were addressed to the Directors and Superintendents of various 
Institutions of the kind in other States. A number of these 
gentlemen cheerfully and promptly responded to our call, and 
gave us much practical information. 
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From Wm. Chapin Esq., “ Principal of the Pennsylvania 
Institution for the instruction of the Blind,” we received an 
abstract of the first five Annual Reports, together with a copy 
of the Bye-laws, Rules and Regulations of that establishment. 
Also a copy of Mr. Chapin’s Report to the Legislature of Ohio, 
on the ‘ Benevolent Institutions of Great Britain, France, de? 
To the same source we were indebted for important sugges- 
tions as to the best method to bring our infant establishment 
into notice, and secure for it the confidence of the public, To 
these suggestions I shall haye occasion again to refer. 

Doctor Howe, also Director of the Perkins Institution of 
Massachusetts, furnished us with copies of the Annual Re 
ports, so far as he was able to obtain them, together witha 
copy of the Bye-laws, Rules and Regulations of that Institution, 
In his letter accompanying these reports was a list of the best 
works which have been published upon the subject of educa- 
ting the Blind. 

With these, and such other aids as could be obtained, if has 
been the object of your Superintendent to give this school such 
a beginning as would entitle It to a favorable consideration 
among similar institutions in other States, 

All the necessary preliminary steps having been taken, in 
order that the school might be in readiness for the reception 
of pupils at the time above specified, notice was given by 

ublication in the newspapers in this city, accompanied by a 
request that newspapers in other sections of the State would 
copy the same. This notice stated the time when the school 
would commence, the names of the officers, and the condi- 
tions under which pupils were to bo recsived, 

Notwithstanding these efforts, the public were slow in ex- 
tending to us their confidence, and almost the entire month of 
December was passed without our receiving a pupil. 

On the 29th of December, Robert McEachern, son of Dur 
can MeEachern, of Rusk, Cherokee county, was admitted — 
He was seventeen years of age, well grown and healthy—his 
mind cheerful and active, and he possessea more than an or- 
dinary capacity for receiving instruction. | 

On the third day of January, 1857, Robert A. Jones, son of 
Crawford Jones of Travis county was admitted. He was nime 
years of age, his health feeble, and his physical and mental 
powers but imperfectly developed. He was entirely uninstruct- 
ed, so much so that he could not count five. . 

On the fifteenth of the same month, Robert. A. Davis, 502 
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of Mrs. Doctor Rowe of Burditt's Prairie, Travis county, was 
admitted. He was eleven years of age, and of a good physi- 
cal and mental development. He had been blind two years, 
and previous to his loss of sight had made some progress in 
the rudiments of the common branches of learning. His mind 
ig well balanced and active, and his capacity for receiving in- ' 
struction equal to that of any boy of his age. 


On the twenty-third of the same month, William Li. Moore, 
of Palestine, Anderson county, was admitted. He was twen- 
iy-five years of age and had been blind from childhood. About 
two years previous to his coming here he had spent three 
months in the Louisville Institution for the Education of the 
Blind in Kentucky. For six weeks of this time he was sick 
and unable to be in the school room; the remainder of his 
short stay was spent in learning to read the raised letters and 
to spell, in both of which branches he made such progress as 
to be able to read short and simple words with considerable 
readiness. He had received no other instruction, 


Of the two former pupils, McEachern was born blind, and 
Jones became so at the age of one and a half years. With the 
exception of Moore, above stated, none of the others had ever 
| filta raised letter printed for the use of the blind. The books 
which had been ordered early in September, did not arrive 
util the middle of March, but a few cards with raised lett8ra, 
acopy of “The Blind Child’s Book" and a “Slate for the 
Blind” supplied us with what, in the commencement of the 
school was most needed. In eddition to reading, spelling and 


the slate, instruction was given in mental arithmetic and gram- 
mar. 


On the tenth of March, another blind child was added to the 
&hool Frederick William Palm, from York's Creek, Hays 
county, where his father had resided for two years. He was 
bon in Prussia, and became blind from an attack of scarlet 
fever at the age of five years. He remained with us about four 
moths, and during this time made no progress whatever in 
My branch of learning—not so much as to speak one word in 
English-even to ask for anything he might want. Neither 
vould he talk in his native language. The services of 
kamed Germans, were repeatedly procured in order to see 
Y their efforts would be crowned with better success than 
rown. He was spoken to of home, its objects of affection, 
ind its sources of pleasure both in his own and in his adopted 
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land—but all to no purpose—the result of their efforts was yy 
futile as oms. y 

When he was well enough, a part of each day was spent i 
the school room, with the other tittle boys, and attempts wen 
made to teach him the names of some articles with which he wa 
most familiar. A few times during his stay he repeated words 
after another person, but so far as I could understand without 
attacking to them any particular meaning. Every expedi 
within our power was tried in order tox attract his attention 
and awaken an interest in his mind. Toys, childish sports 
riding, walking, also music, both vocal and instrumental wer 
each resorted to in their turn—and each were alike destituk 
of all power to awaken a pleasurable emotion in his soul. Hi 
health was bad when he came, and continued so, during hy 
entire stay. For several weeks he was‘ confined fo his be 
with severe attacks of “‘Choréa.” Medical treatment relieved 
these attacks, but accomplished nothing in restoring his pene 
ral health. He was said to have talked before he came her, 
and to have given evidence of possessing the faculty of imiti- 
tion in a marked degree. 

Was this wonderful change the effect of Nostalgia, or ie 
other words, home-sickness ? : | 

He was sent home on the nineteenth day of July. Ibare, 
thought the above account of this boy would not bo outd 
place in this Report, as he was one among the first of ou 
pupils, and for the reasons here stated was sent home. 

he five pupils above named constituted the entire num 
of our school for the first term. 

At the end of the first quarter W. Œ. Yates who had been ou 
teacher, resigned ; and his place was supplied by Wm. 6. 
Otis. The books for the school arrived about the middle d 
March, and from this time a more extended and systemall 
course of instruction was adopted, There were several publi 
examinations—and the school was visited by strangers fw 
various parts of the State. 

The branches, now taught, were Reading, Writing, Spelling 
with definitions, Arithmetic, both mental and by the slat 
History, Geography, English Grammar, and, from tho fint ¢ 
dune, Vocal Music and the Piano. 

Ata meeting of the trustees on the ninth day of July! 
was voted there should be an annual vacation, commenti 
this year, on the sixteenth day of July, and continuing w 
the first Monday in September, and after this year, to co” 
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penca on the first Monday in July, and continue to the first 
Monday in September. 

Tt was also voted that a publie examination should be bad, 
this year, on the day previous to the vacation. 

Acommittee of seven gentlemen was appomted to attend 
the examination, and make a written report to the trustees 
upon the improvement of the pupils and the general condition 
d the school. On the day appointed the examination took 
place, and was attended by every member of the committee, 
and a large number of citizens from Austin and its vicinity. 

The report of the committee was received on the Saturda 
following, the eighteenth, and was ordered to be printed, ang 
distributed as extensively as possible. 

Toshow the opinion of the committee in regard to the 
improvement and condition of the school, a few extracts from 
their report may not be out of place here. 

The committee say : 
“First—in general terms—that they were agreeably sur 

ised in every particular connected with the Institution,”— 

‘As other and constant engagements had kept most of the ` 

committes from visiting the Institution up to the time of the 
sU E they were not prepared to witness a progress so 
mpi 3 * 

Again : “The examination of the pupils embraced spelling, 
rading, geostaphy, history, arithmetie and English Grammar. 
Their knowledge of history, geography and grammar, had been 
aquired in about four months, And we hazard nothing in 
&ying, that if the same progress had been made by the same 
pupils, with the use of their eyes, under the ordinary modes of 
tahing and training, their advancement would have been 
pronounced wonderful." 

. In speaking of the appearance of the pupils they say : ' 

, “On their faces were stamped their inner thoughts and feel- 

ings concerning the progress they were making, and the pleas- 

we they derived from the aequisition of knowledge, and the 

E of those to whose care and guidance they were com- 
e 2 

Immediately after the close of the term, all the pupils with 
the exception of Moore, returned home. : 

On the twenty-second of July, and during the vacation, 
Ambrose M, Nipps was admitted. He is twenty-five years of 
iage, and has been blind two years, When admitted he could 
ie read, and was, in all respects, as ignorant as a man could 
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well be, who had lived that period of time in a civilized com- 
munity. | 

On the twenty-third of August, Elender F, Jackson, from 
Ellis county, near Waxahachie, was received. She is healthy, 
and of an active, intelligent mind, and, in all respects, a pro- 
mising-pupil. 

On the tenth of September, Pamelia Bailey, from Decros 
Point, Calhoun county, was received. She is eleven years of 
age, and has also been blind from infancy, Her mind seems 
activa enough, but entirely uncultivated; and her general 
appearance indicates a lax and feeble habit of body, inclining 
toscrofula. . 

Thus it will be seen, that, up to the first of October, hut 
eight pupils had been received, and but seven of this number 
were suitable candidates to be continued in the school, 

There are, probably, in this State, about one hundred blind 
white persons ; and, after making suitable deductions for those 
who should be excluded by age, idiotcy, epilepsy, and other 
forma of disease, which would render them unfit inmates for 
such an Institution, there must still remain thirty, who ar 
proper subjects for education; and their own happiness sand 
the good of society demand that they should be here. And it 
is not for want of proper efforts on the part of those who have 
charge of the Institution that they axe not. Unless we “po 
out and compel them to come in," we can do no more, Nor 
is this a new difficulty, or peculiar tous. It is the early history 
of every Institution for educating the Blind in this country. 

Mr. Chapin, Principal of the Pennsylvania Institution, ine 
letter dated September ninth, 1856, says: 

“In regard to your first steps to collect children together, if 
you have not already commenced, it would be desirable if yon 
could get three or four intelligent blind children—say betwen 
the ages of nine and thirteen—teach them to read the raised 
letters, a few vocal pieces, and the Piano—if there is a talent 
for music—some mental arithmetic, and some familiarity with 
the slate, &c. When thus prepared, however moderately, hi 
the Principal or Teacher take these children and exhibit them 
before the Legislature—when in session, and also travel to the 
principal towns, and on the most convenient routes, givings 
public exhibition in each town, This would rouse a popular 
interest in favor of the school, which could not fail to bring 
children to it, You may otherwise find, as we all find, gest 
difficulty in obtaining pupils.” 
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thé averágo ratio of blind persons, in proportion to the'whole 
pulation, in this country, is found to be as one to about two 
thousand and seven hundred, 

In 1854, Pennsylvania, with a population of two millions 
and two hundred thousand, had, at her schéol for the Blind 
jn Philadelphia, sixty-seven, pupils—or one to every thirty- 
tro thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. : 

In 1856, Michigan, with a population exceeding half a 
million, had, in her Institution, nine pupils, or one to every 
fifty-five thousand five hundred and fifty-five. ; 

Texas, with a white population exceeding three hundred 
thousand, has eight pupils in her Institution, or one to every 
thirty-seven thousand five hundred. But it must be remem- 
bered, that Pennsylvania has been educating her blind chil- 
dren for the last twenty-five years, and is now educating at 
the rate of sixty-seven every seven years, or about ten every 
year, In Texas, the Blind have had no public provision for edu- 
tation until now, and the numbers have been accumulating; 80 
that, for every one that is in process of education at this time, 
there should be three. In other States, where similar Institu- 
tions have been established, the average ratio which has been 
gathered in during the first year, does not exceed that of Texas. 
“After making due allowance for obstacles, which must, in 
some degree, have impeded its progress—such as want of books 
at the commencement of the first term, and the short time 
which was allowed to get up and furnish the Institution, its 
success has been truly gratifying. ` 

Attached to this will be found & statement of the expendi- 
om of the Institution, from its commencement up to October 

t, 1857. T 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


8. W. BAKER, 


. Superintendent. 
Austin, October 27, 1857. 
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The following is a Schedule of the expenditures to October 
Ist, 1857: > 


For rent of house and fends pl one year, 8900 00 


£ fumitur, =~ ~ - 675 42 
* provisions, &c., 913 40 | Though tu, 
“ salary of Sup’ t end Pisis 3 grs, 450 00 | sixty-four 
“Matron, — - 187 50 | pen m 
«e Teacher, - =- ~ & €* 375 GOL cents hal 
+ books, maps and slates, > - 266 841 Rot bus 
* musical instrument, (Piano) ~ 266 07 Trenen a 
“servant hire, - =- .~ > 105 00 | October Ia 
“fuel, - - - - e 111 00 


“ labor in garden, =~ ~ 
To this must be added am't of sal- 

aries due, Oct. ist, to Sup't and 

| Phyn, from Aug. 20th, to Oct. 

“Ist, ~ - $66 67 
Matron, Aug. 20th to “Oct. lst, 22 78 
Teacher, Sept. Ist to"Oct. Ist, 41 67 
Serv’thire to H. B. Eggleston, four 

months and ten days, - 5417 
Serv’t hire to R. D. Townes, 12 50 
E cw ROE Olark, - 5 61-203 104, 502 9 
From this should be deducted 

rent prepaid, from Oct. 1st to 

Nov. 20th - $125 00 
Cash in hand of Superintendent, 50 00 
Materials and willow work on 

had, - - ~ - 8008 


49 00 


| 8255 08 ` 
With the above credits, then, two hundred and OBB 08 
fifty-five dollars and eight centa, 


The actual expenses of the Institution are four ) ` 
thousand two hundred and forty-seven dollars: > $4,247 9 
and fifty-five cents, 


Respectfully submitted, 
S. W. BAKER, ` 


` Superintendent 
Read and adopted October 28th, 1857. 
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TERMS OF ADMISSION: 


Those who are able to pay are charged seventy-five dollars 
per year, for board and instruction. There is no charge made 
to those who are not able to pay. 

All pupils are expected to clothe themselves. 


